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opinion as to the impracticability of such an enter-
prise, as regards South America. A few years ago
I entered into an engagement to go out to Chili to
put down and start a works for this purpose. I
landed at Buenos Ayres, and, after a few days' stay
there, I proceeded through the Argentine by train
to Mendoza, and from thence over the Andes.
Part of the journey was made over the Trans-
I, I                Andme Railway, as far as it was made over the

Andes, and the rest of the journey on mules.
After a tedious journey of five days and two nights
from leaving Buenos Ayres I arrived at my des-
tination, Valparaiso. I immediately commenced
operations.

If I had foreseen the difficulties I had to en-
counter, I certainly should not have entered into the
engagement. I found a building had been con-
structed of galvanized corrugated iron, which was
intended for the galvanizing factory. No provision
whatever had been made for escape of the fumes
arising from the pickling and dipping. The roof,
instead of being in one span, was actually supported
or propped up with posts, about 4 inches square. I
had to brace the principals, in order to remove
these props, as they stood in the way of any plant
being fixed. The building stood upon " made "
ground, consisting wholly of sand and stones. It
therefore presented a promising site for the erec-
tion of engine and boiler, corrugating machines,
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